THE WEEKEND WEB SITE

Give Your Web Site a Voice

Interested in starting your own talk-radio show? Well, it's never been easier. With the release of iLife 06,
Apple turned GarageBand into an all-in-one studio for creating, editing, and posting podcasts.

Recording and Editing Your Podcast
Content aside, the most important component of your podoast is your yoice
To start & new voice recording, open GarageBand and choose Mew Podeast
Episode in the dialog bax. \ihen the main window opens, select the Male or
Female voice track, click on the red Record butten, and begin talking into
your microphane, When you're done, click on the Record button a second
time 1o step recarding.

(ince yiol e recarded your
voice track in GarageBand,
take a few minutes to polish it
up by remowing flubs, pauses,
arl external noise,

Mixing Moise To raduce
= zome af the ambient noise in

| your recording—such as the
| sound of your Mac's fan o
| the traflic passing outside
| your window—use Garage-
Band's buift-in Speech
Enhanicer effect, Double-click
on the voice track you
racarded to reveal the Track
Infio pana, From there, click
o the triangle next to Details, and select the pencil icon next to the Speech
Erhancer effect. In the resulting window, adjust the Reduce Moise slider whike
playing back your track (see “Shaddup! ). When you've found the best setting
for your recording, close the Speech Enhancer window to apply the effect.

Splitsville Inexperienced podcasters are particularly prone to vocal hitches,
long pauses, and superfiuous “ums"—all of which can make for tedious lis-
tenire. To eliminate these flubs, use GarageBand's Split command, With your
vocal track selected, go to Edit: Split and
highlight a part of the Tack you'd like 1o
trim from the timeline. Crag the selected
regicn by its bottom comer to separate
it from the rest of tha track and remove it,
The drag the remaining pleces of the
track together for a seamless adit, If you
like, you can aven salect each part and
choase Edit: loin to assemble the two parts
inta a single chunk.
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Shaddup! Buried within GarageBand's
Speech Enhancer effect is a slider for
noise reduction.

Making Tracks
Altheugh your podeast can contain a sin-
gle voice track, why not create a richer
podcast by adding voice tracks, sound
effects, and music? These tips will help.
lingle Jumble Using the includad
linghes tracks can be & great way to add
a little something extra to your voice
recording. But you may not like any of
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Sights and Sounds GarageBand lets you add artwork to your podcasts, so you can create a multimedia pre-
sentation. You can even add URLs to photos, to send listeners online.

the jingles included in GarageBand. In that case, you can use your cwn, Sim-
phy drag any digital audia file you like into this track, including unpratectsd
music tracks from your iTunes library and sound effects found in the iLife
Sound Effects folder [LibranyAudicdsudio Loopstappledilife Scund Effects).
Tor make these folders more accessible, locate them in the Finder, open
GarageBand's Media Browser (Control: Show Media Browser), lick on the
Audio tab, and drag the folder full of sounds into the Media Browser, Click
an that folder in the Media Browser to see its contents in the Mame list.

Goose the Ducking GarageBand 3 includes a new ducking fezture that
automatically raises and lowers the velume of background tracks when cir-
cumstances dictate—rfor example, when the lead voice drops out, However,
some listeniers find that GarageBand's ducking lacks subtlety—the backing
track comes up oo abruptly when the lead voice disappears or fakes too
g to fade out when the lead voice returns, For more control over this
effect, create your own ducks by manually drawing volume cures,

To do so, click on the downward amow in the background track to revesl
its Track Volume control. Click on the blue volume ling at the spot where
you'd like to begin adjusting the track's volume, and again 2t the spot where
you want the voluma curve to end. Then drag this second marker to the
desired volume level, Repeat this process at every spat where you'd like to
raise or lower the track's volume {see "Quack!™).

Play While Recording GaraneBand's Radio Sounds track is similar to
traditional radic’s cart machine—a tape-based device that plays short sound
effects, prerecarded segments, and commercials. To trigger the sounds within
this track, go to Wincdow: Musical Typing and press keys on your bacs key-
board. To add these saund effects to your podcast, make sure the Radio
Sourdds track’s small red Record button is turmed on. This is a great way to
tricamer “live” sound effects 25 you record,

[f you don't care for the sounds currently mapped to the virtual key-
board, you can change them by double-clicking on the Radio Sounds entry
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